
Cursive handwriting rules 
   

Key points about joining letters    

   

 Letters that end at the top join horizontally:  

  o r v w      
 

   

 Letters that end at the bottom join 

diagonally:   

a  c  d  e  h  i  k  l  m  n  u   

   

 Letters that are left not joined:     

      b j  p  s  g  q  x  y  z    

These are not joined because they end in the 

opposite direction (left) to the direction of 

writing (right).   

   

 The letters g and y must not be looped, 

because these letters end to the left so it is 

therefore more consistent for them not to 

be joined. Children who loop these letters 

often then contrive other unsuitable loops, 

such as for the letter ‘s’.   

   

 Capital letters should not be huge. They 

should be no higher than ascenders.   



  

    

   

Progression in Handwriting skills 



Cursive handwriting terminology 
 

The essential qualities of good handwriting are 

fluency, neatness and speed. 
 

 The word cursive means joined.   
   
 The correct name for the joining bits between letters 

is ligatures.   
   

 The technical name for a tail is a flourish.   
   

 The technical word for handwriting is calligraphy.   

  
 The letters b, d, h, k, and l are called ascenders. The 

top of the letter should reach very close to the top of 

the line (it shouldn’t touch!). The letter t is not an 

ascender.   

   

 The letters g, j, p, q and y are called descenders. 

The flourish these letters have goes below the line.   
   
 t is an unusual letter – a three quarters letter, rather 

than an ascender   
   

Other vocabulary children should be taught:   

 clockwise   

 anticlockwise   

 vertical   



 horizontal   

 diagonal   

 parallel   

 consonant   

 vowel   

 joined   

 sloped   

 unjoined 
 fluency 

 speed 

 style 

 cursive 

 

Pen Licence 
Children must consistently and fluently use cursive handwriting to write a 

sustained piece of writing with speed. This will warrant a Pen Licence 

which is awarded by the head teacher or head of year. The child then 

uses the pen to complete work across all areas of the curriculum. 
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