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HOMEWORK POLICY 

 

The purpose of homework 

At Cranbrook Primary School, homework is considered to be an important part of a 

child’s learning.  This is because: 

 homework provides an opportunity for building an effective partnership 

between home and school whilst promoting the learning experiences of each 

child; 

 homework helps parents to understand the standards of work expected from 

their children as they move through the school; 

 skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and numeracy, can be revised, 

consolidated and reinforced through additional practice at home; 

 individual homework encourages children to develop confidence and self-

discipline to study on their own and prepares them for the requirements of 

secondary school; 

 the home experiences of children have a great influence on how they 

progress at school. 

 

Aims 

At Cranbrook, homework is used to: 

 reinforce classroom learning 

 contribute to children’s progress in school 

 raise achievement 

 provide opportunities to practise skills with parent/carer 

 encourage learning as a life-long process 

 promote habits of enquiry and investigation 

 support development of independent learning skills 

 promote an effective home/school partnership 

 



Homework activities will be set according to the needs of the pupils involved and 

activities that might be occurring in class. All homework tasks and activities will have 

a clear purpose and assist pupils in the process of their academic development. 

Arrangements for homework 

  

From years 1-6, homework will be set on Fridays for completion by the following 

Tuesday (some year groups may vary these days – in these cases parents will be 

informed in the termly homework letter).  The homework will be accessible on LGFL 

myDrive; hard copies will be available to children who are unable to access the 

homework on LGFL myDrive. 

Children in years 1-6 will be issued with exercise books to complete their Maths and 

Literacy homework. 

The following table is a guide for the approximate amount of time that should be 

spent on homework for each year group: 

 Reception 10 minutes every day 

Reading/phonic/handwriting work with 

children 

Year 1 1 hour per week 

Reading/phonic work and Maths.  

Additional literacy work to be introduced 

during the year. 

Year 2 1 hour per week Maths and Literacy 

Year 3 and 4 1 ½ hours per week Maths and Literacy 

Year 5 and 6 2 ½ hours per week Maths and Literacy 

 

 



Examples of the types of homework that may be given include (but are not limited 

to): 

 Reading activities/comprehension tasks/book reviews 

 Phonics/spelling/grammar activities 

 Number bonds/times table practice 

 Creative writing tasks 

 Revision of maths concepts covered in class / maths investigations problem 

solving or puzzles 

 Real life activities linked to shopping, cooking, money, travel or TV schedules 

etc. 

 Planning and preparing a presentation 

 Research  

In addition, children may be set project-based homework during holiday times on a 

topic relevant to the curriculum for that year group. This could include visiting an 

important place or building in the local community e.g. library, supermarket, gallery, 

museum, park, place of worship etc. 

 

Regular Reading 

Regular opportunities to read are vital throughout the primary years.  Homework for 

Reception and year 1 children should largely consist of regular reading with parents/ 

carers looking at books together. However, reading practice and listening to others 

read continues to be essential throughout primary school.  

All primary school children should either read to their parents or carers or be read to. 

If they are fluent readers, they should read on their own for at least ten to twenty 

minutes a day (in addition to the time allocations given above).  This may be done in 

the context of homework, for example a Year 1 pupil may read a book from school to 

his/her parent or a Year 6 pupil may read a reference book independently for 

research. On other occasions, the reading will not form part of the homework, for 

example a parent or carer may read a bedtime story or children may discuss books 

that they have been reading independently. 



Working in Partnership 

Pupils may need support and encouragement from their parents and carers if they 

are to successfully complete homework assignments. On some occasions adults 

may be directly involved in the activity, for example reading together, playing a game 

together, visiting a local place of interest or taking a child to the library to find 

information books for a topic.  At other times, the parent’s role may be to find a 

suitable location for the child to work and to encourage them to stay on task and 

work independently. 

Parents and carers are asked to support the children’s learning of new skills or 

knowledge. The homework set will be designed to help the children to practise and 

consolidate their understanding of activities that have taken place in school. 

We hope that children will feel a sense of personal satisfaction in a task completed 

well and that their efforts will be recognised and praised both at home and at school. 

We firmly believe that homework should be tasks which bring families together rather 

than cause battles! To avoid ‘battles’ over homework we recommend that: 

 Children should be allowed to work at an appropriate pace;  

 Acknowledgement should be given to their own interests;  

 The task is undertaken at an appropriate time when the child is best able to 

concentrate;  

 Children given lots of encouragement, praise and help for certain tasks; 

 Work at home is perceived as a shared activity;  

 Work at home should be planned carefully around other interests to avoid 

clashes;  

 Homework should not be used as a threat or punishment. 

A page at the front of the homework book will set out the homework for that week 

and allow the parent to sign and make any comments when it is completed.  These 

pages will be checked by the class teacher or teaching assistant each week and any 

missing signatures queried and followed up. 

 



Setting, Monitoring and Marking Homework 

 

Class teachers will be responsible for the setting of homework for their own class. 

The homework will be relevant to activities in class and matched, as far as possible, 

to the ability of the children.   

The collecting and marking of homework activities will be overseen by both class 

teachers and teaching assistants. Where appropriate, homework activities will be self 

or peer marked as this enables the children to receive immediate feedback. 

The setting and marking of homework will be monitored by Phase Leaders. 

A final check from parents and carers encourages the child to do their best and is 

also a good opportunity to place the homework in the schoolbag ready for handing in 

on time.  Should there be a reason why homework is not completed within the given 

timescale, parents/carers should communicate reasons to the class teacher by letter, 

or in the space for comments at the front of the homework book. It is expected that 

all children will complete homework tasks to an acceptable standard.  Should this not 

be the case, the child will be expected to complete the missed homework tasks 

during break times, and in some circumstances, parents will be contacted in order to 

address the situation. 

 


